PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY

FOR LITIGANTS / PARTIES
The Florida Supreme Court’s Standing Committee on Fairness and Diversity would like to hear from parties regarding Florida’s state court system so that we can identify areas where changes may be needed. Please return your completed survey to the office where you received it.  All responses are anonymous – no one’s answers will be singled out or reported by the committee in any way that would allow identification of individual survey participants. Survey responses are public record, which must be disclosed upon request.  If it is more convenient, you may complete this survey online at www.flcourts.org
Please answer the following questions based upon your own observations and experiences in Florida’s courts over the last three years.
1. 
Florida courts apply laws as written.
2.
Judges show courtesy/respect to people using Florida courts.
3.
Court personnel show courtesy/respect to people using Florida courts.
4.
Procedures for jury selection in Florida are applied fairly.

5.
Florida courts treat Caucasians and minorities alike.

6. 
Florida courts treat men and women alike.

7.
Florida courts treat elderly and non-elderly persons alike.

8.
Florida courts treat persons with disabilities and persons 


without disabilities alike.

9.
Florida courts treat poor people and wealthy people alike.

10.
Florida courts treat English-speaking and non-English speaking 


persons alike.

11.
Judges in Florida show courtesy/respect to people without 


regard to sexual orientation.
      Strongly                             Neither Agree                            Strongly

 Agree              Agree          nor Disagree     Disagree        Disagree
(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )
(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

(        )              (       )              (       )              (       )              (       )

12.
Is your current court case case:



(       )  A Civil Matter






(       )  A Criminal Matter
13.
In your current case, are you: 



(       )  Represented by an Attorney


(       )  Representing Yourself
14.
Please tell us anything else you can to help us improve the fairness of Florida’s court system.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Finally, please tell us something about yourself.
Sex:  


(       )  Male
 



(       )  Female








Age: 
__________
Race:


(       )  White or Caucasian
(       )  Black or African American


(       )  Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander




(       )  Asian




(       )  American Indian or Alaska Native
(       )  Multi-Racial



(       )  Other
Ethnicity:

(       )  Hispanic / Latino

(       )  
Not Hispanic / Latino
In what county do you live? ________________________________________ County

If you do not know your county, please give the name of the city or town where you live:  _______________________________________________
Do you have a disability?
  
(       )  Yes





(       )  No
Annual Household Income:

(       )  up to $25,000


(       )  $25,001-$50,000

(       )  $50,001-$75,000

(       )  more than $75,000
Thank you for assisting us by completing this questionnaire.  If time and resources permit, the Standing Committee on Fairness and Diversity may wish to examine some issues further by following up with survey participants.  If you would be interested in participating in discussions regarding fairness and diversity issues, or if you have questions or comments, please contact committee staff by email at survey@flcourts.org or by regular mail at Standing Committee on Fairness and Diversity, 500 S. Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1900.
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